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PRESIDENTIAL VIEWPOINT 
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The October 2013 GPLA General Membership Meeting was held at the GPLA Headquarters October 21, 
2013 was called to order by President Cliff Shafer at 7:41 PM 

 
The President welcomed one guest to the membership meeting: Steve Roop of Stanley Security 
Solutions.  
 
Reading of the previous meeting minutes:  A motion was made by Joe Reustle to accept the 
September 2013 General Membership Meeting Minutes as printed/emailed in the Newsletter, 2nd by 
Sven Hellwig and was passed unanimously.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  President Cliff Shafer stated that the report was presented to the Board of 
Directors on October 7 and was unanimously approved for the period through September 30, 2013. 
The President reminded the membership that anyone in good standing may request a copy of the 
GPLA Profit/Loss statement.    
 
Correspondence In & Out:  No report. 
 
President’s Report: Cliff Shafer stated that the 64th Annual Convention was a great success thanks 
to the hard work of the various committees led by Chairman Sven Hellwig. Also the Friday Night 
Social Event was a great time and an additional thanks to Sven and Karen for another wonderful 
event. Cliff reviewed the award recipients from the Banquet. It was also announced that Marty 
Arnold has been appointed as the GPLA Treasurer effective January 2014.  
 
Convention: Chairman Sven Hellwig stated that all the tallies have not been completely calculated 
but the returns indicate we had a very successful convention financially. The TV raffle raised some 
money to benefit the association and the prize boxes were a success in support of the Connelly-
Singer Scholarship Fund. Sven stated that $333 was presented to Marty Arnold for the Fund. 
Unfortunately, there were some disappointing issues surrounding the hotel in which compensation 
was provided in the form of a refund.  

• Convention Education: Cliff Shafer stated that all classes at the convention had 
an average of 10 students per class and that most were taught by GPLA members.  

• Convention Exhibits: Ed Fitzgerald reported that all the feedback from the 
exhibitors was very positive.  

• Convention Reservations:  Nelson Dayton said there were no issues at the 
registration table and thanks to Orvis Kline & Mike Nimmo for communications 
of print and electronic media of the event.  

 
 
Nominations: Orvis Kline posted the slate for Row Officers and Board of Director candidates. Mark 
Bolno made a motion that we accept the listing as presented, 2nd by Sven Hellwig.   
 
Health & Welfare:  Sven reported that he is recovering from cancer treatment.  
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GPLA Annual Holiday PartyGPLA Annual Holiday PartyGPLA Annual Holiday PartyGPLA Annual Holiday Party    

    

    December 14December 14December 14December 14thththth, 2013, 2013, 2013, 2013     
Saturday 7:00 pmSaturday 7:00 pmSaturday 7:00 pmSaturday 7:00 pm    

    
Hilton Philadelphia Airport, 4509 Island Ave, Phila. 19153Hilton Philadelphia Airport, 4509 Island Ave, Phila. 19153Hilton Philadelphia Airport, 4509 Island Ave, Phila. 19153Hilton Philadelphia Airport, 4509 Island Ave, Phila. 19153    

    

    
    

Reservation Name: ________________________________Reservation Name: ________________________________Reservation Name: ________________________________Reservation Name: ________________________________    
    

    
Number of Guest(s): _____Hold at Door: _____ Mail tickets: ___Number of Guest(s): _____Hold at Door: _____ Mail tickets: ___Number of Guest(s): _____Hold at Door: _____ Mail tickets: ___Number of Guest(s): _____Hold at Door: _____ Mail tickets: _______    
    

    

Send reservations to:                       Send reservations to:                       Send reservations to:                       Send reservations to:                       Lightning LocksmithLightning LocksmithLightning LocksmithLightning Locksmith    
                                                                                                                                                                                        27 Preston Road27 Preston Road27 Preston Road27 Preston Road    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Brookhaven, PA  19015Brookhaven, PA  19015Brookhaven, PA  19015Brookhaven, PA  19015    
    

Make checks payable to GPLA    Make checks payable to GPLA    Make checks payable to GPLA    Make checks payable to GPLA    Cost: $40.00 per person     Cost: $40.00 per person     Cost: $40.00 per person     Cost: $40.00 per person     Cash only barCash only barCash only barCash only bar    



My memories of Skip Eckert …  
 

I have been in the safe & vault business at Diebold for 20 years. This brotherhood – albeit a niche in 
the locksmithing community – is a very tight-knit family. So when one of your friends, mentors or 
heroes leaves so suddenly, the pain takes time to set in … and even longer heal. It’s been nearly a 
month since the passing of this true role model and not a day goes by without my mind wondering 
about him. Two weeks ago, I was drilling a TL-30 chest and ran into trouble. I actually thought to 
myself, “What would Skip do?” I will admit, there was no divine intervention or magical moment, 
but it did provide clarity for me to focus and eventually open the container. I thought back to the first 
time I met someone named “Skip” and how amazing he was to work with – a familiar theme among 
those that were blessed to have shared a moment with him. I was only 3 years into my Diebold 
career and had a vault door locked out – a Rotary Wedgelock – and needed help. I made the required 
calls and was told “Skip from Ohio” was on his way out. I actually thought he was an employee of 
Diebold. Hours later, a man wearing sweatpants and a T-shirt (much like the photo below) walked in 
and asked, “So what do you think it is?” 
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Legislation PA/NJ:  No report for NJ. For PA, Sven Hellwig was successful in getting PA State 
Representative Vanessa Lowery Brown to attend the Banquet dinner and speak with a number of 
locksmiths about the illegal locksmithing dilemma.  
 
New Business: GPLA FaceBook page is up and running. It is a closed-group so access must be 
granted by a page administrator.  
 
Good of the Association: Orvis Kline mentioned the JustCars convention for 2014.  
 
50/50:  The winner was presented with $45.  

 
A program was then presented by Scott Roop from Stanley Security Solutions on the current 
products available and their applications.  
 
At 8:38 pm a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Sven Hellwig, 2nd by Dana Barnum and 
was carried unanimously.  
 
Mike Nimmo, GPLA Recording Secretary 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

 
November 18               GPLA General Membership Meeting   Philadelphia, PA 
 
December 14    GPLA Holiday Party     Philadelphia, PA 
 
January 20    GPLA General Membership Meeting   Philadelphia, PA 
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 A & B Safe Manufacturing Corporation 
 Phone: 800-253-1267 
 www.a-bsafecorp.com 
 
 Aable Locksmiths 
 Phone: 203-882-0600 
 www.aablelocksmiths.com 
 
 Buckley Sales Company 
 Jerry Buckley 
 Phone: 609-760-0050 
 
 Doorwares Associates, Inc. 
 Phone: 215-258-1264 
 www.doorwares.com 
 
 Fried Brothers, Inc. 
 Phone: 800-523-2924 
 www.fbisecurity.com 
 
 IDN Hardware Sales, Inc. 
 Phone: 800-233-3355 
 www.idnhardware.com 
 
 Independent Hardware, Inc. 
 Phone: 800-346-9464 
 www.independenthardware.com 
 
 Lockmasters, Inc. 
 Phone: 800-654-0637 
 www.lockmasters.com 
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The Greater Philadelphia Locksmiths Association 

C/o Michael Nimmo 

71 Cutchogue Trail 

Medford Lakes, NJ  08055 

 

 

 


