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NO MEETING IN FEBRUARY 

Our next meeting will be on 

MARCH 18 
 Dinner 7.00                                                       Meeting at 7.45 

TO BE HELD AT TIFFANY’S DINER 
9010 Roosevelt Blvd, Phila 19115 

Come for dinner at 7.00 for dinner @ $25.00 Per person 

or just show up at 7.45 to attend the meeting at no charge. 

PROGRAM   T B A 

Rosters and ID’s will be available  

at the March meeting. 

MEMBERSHIP  NOTES 

We have received reports that member # 302 Arnie Rabinowitz has been  

hospitalized and spent time in a rehab facility. I do not have any details about his 

condition as I have been unable to contact him. We do wish him a speedy recovery.

http://WWW.GPLA.ORG
mailto:martysr1@mac.com


PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Hello GPLA members and friends, 

Looks like Punxsutawney Phil may have gotten it right this year! As I’m writing this message, we’re sup-

posed to have temperatures well above normal this weekend and I saw the other day where the Phillies 

have packed up their gear and along with the Philly Phanatic are heading south for spring training. Not a 

fan of winter anymore so it sounds great to me. I’ll be catching up with them in Clearwater during my an-

nual trek south. 

The SAVTA Convention and Trade Show in Tulsa, OK will be here before you know it, with some of the 

best educators available. There are educational opportunities for those that handle safe work and those 

looking to expand their skills into that field. GPLA member Joe Reustle will be an instructor again this year 

and his expertise is well known as much as his active role with SAVTA has been. Thanks, Joe, for your con-

tributions.   

The number of requests submitted to the Connelly-Singer Scholarship Foundation for classes at the con-

vention has been growing. Make sure if you’re interested in applying for yourself or an employee that you 

take care of it sooner rather than later. Applications can be found on the website and can be easily com-

pleted and submitted there.  

As previously mentioned, the headquarters is officially closed and cleaned out. A majority of the contents 

in the Connelly Library have been either donated to other museums or will be preserved for future con-

sideration. A big thank you goes out to everyone that helped with sorting through everything and espe-

cially Barry Wilensky who coordinated a lot of the effort. Barry has also stepped up to preserve certain 

items that were presented to GPLA at different milestones in our history. Having a headquarters for just 

over 30 years was an accomplishment we can be very proud of. Even though many of those that made it 

happen are no longer with us, their dreams and hard work, along with many others that followed them, 

are what make’s  GPLA such a success. Thank you! 

Speaking of milestones, the convention committee is starting to really gear up for the 75th anniversary 

convention and awards banquet. Keep checking the website as the list of classes continues to grow and 

make sure you register early when everything is finalized and posted to the website. 

With the closing of the headquarters our general meetings will now be held at various locations as dinner 

meetings with a program as we’ve always had. The newsletter and website will provide you with the de-

tails for each meeting going forward. The board looks forward to seeing the number of meeting atten-

dees increase as Sven Hellwig has worked very hard to rejuvenate our member attendance. Look forward 

to seeing everyone in March. Thank you and take care.  

Respectfully, 

Ed Fitzgerald, CML 

President 



OUR  WEB SPONSORS 



The January 18 meeting was well attended, and Mark Slingerland from Dormakaba made a very well  

received presentation. He kept it short, he knew the Eagles were playing the Buccaneers that night.



Minutes of the January 2024 GPLA General Membership Meeting  

The GPLA General Membership Meeting was held at the GPLA Headquarters on January 15, 2024 and 
was called to order at 7:30 PM by President Ed Fitzgerald. 

Sergeant at Arms Barry Wilensky lead us off with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

President Ed Fitzgerald welcomed and introduced our program guest Mark Slingerland from 
dormakaba. 

Program:  Mark Slingerland from dormakaba gave an interesting and informative presentation on Best 
Exit Devices and Best Extra Heavy-Duty Surface Door Closer. 

President Ed Fitzgerald welcomed the rest of our guests Mike DiRienzo, guest of Jack Magee, Steve 
Garay, guest of Randy Carpenter and Jamie Wiersielis, wife of Anthony Wiersielis. 

Previous Meeting Minutes:  Marty Arnold approved the previous minutes as printed in the Newsletter 
with a second from Ron Marcinkowski and was approved unanimously by the Membership.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Marty Arnold reported he E-mailed the End of Year finance reports to all 
Board members for approval at the January 9th Board meeting. Marty then added that the Board 
meeting was canceled due to incumbent weather and the financial reports approval are pending until 
the next Board meeting. 

Correspondence In and Out:  Dana Barnum received Correspondence In asking about the where the 
next meeting will be taking place. 

President's Report:  President Ed Fitzgerald thanked Jimmy Armenakis for ordering the food for the 
meeting. Ed informed us he is going to the ALOA Convention in July and that the next ELF Convention 
will be held in May in Düsseldorf Germany. 

Ed stated that our next GPLA General Meeting will be held on March 18th and to watch your Newsletter 
and for Constant Contacts being sent out for the location of the meeting. 

Membership:   Marty reported that Thomas O’Hagan from the College of NJ was accepted as  
a Shop member. He was sponsored by Member 307 Chris Martin. His # will be 307A 

Education:  Nothing to report. 

Health and Welfare:  Marty Arnold stated that his wife Nelly is doing much better and getting around 
adding the nerves in her mouth are slowly healing.  Dana Barnum stated that his wife Diana is finishing 
up chemotherapy and is about to ring the bell.  Sven Helwig stated that his arm surgery went well and 
the pain is a lot less. Sven added that all should be well in 6 to 8 weeks. Ed Fitzgerald added that he 
had Carpal tunnel surgery and it is coming along well. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Building:  Marty Arnold stated that he is going to negotiate February’s rent because of all the water 
damage due to the last couple of rain storms.  Marty added that Sonny wanted us to leave early and Marty 
added that we need to the end of February to get out. 

Communications:   Nothing to report. 

Newsletter:   Ed Fitzgerald asked if everyone is getting Newsletter. 

Convention:  Sven Hellwig stated that the 75th anniversary Convention is off to a great start.  Sven added 
that a lot of courses are set and you can see the courses on the GPLA website.  Sven then stated that the 
Live! Casino & Hotel Philadelphia has a block of rooms that have been established at a really great price. 
Sven suggested reserving your room as soon as the rooms become available, adding at that Convention 
rate, the rooms will go fast.  Ed Fitzgerald added the he had got in touch with a lot of vendors.  Cliff 
Shafer added that he plans to post advertisements in all the Locksmith Journals and ClearStar.  Cliff stated 
that this is a very special event and we will need to know how many people will attend to work with the 
Hotel.  Sven added that we are getting many Locksmith suppliers sponsoring the Convention. 

P.A. Legislation:  Nothing new to report.     N.J. Legislation:  Nothing new to report. 

By-Laws:  Ed Fitzgerald entertained a motion to make changes the By-Laws as printed in the December 
2023 Newsletter and January 2024 Newsletter. Sven Helwig made a motion to accept the changes to 
the By-Laws with a second by Barry Wilensky and the change was approved unanimously by the 
Membership. Ed thanked everyone for coming out to make a quorum to approve the By-Law changes. 

Old Business:   Nothing to report.                 New Business:   Nothing to report. 

Good of the Association:   Anthony Wiersielis North East ALOA Director ask for signatures so he can 
run again for the Director position. 

Paul Kline reported that thieves are breaking into the back windows of Jeep Grand Cherokee, which 
doesn’t set off the alarm and use their own Key Programmers to add a key to the cars computer to steal 
the car.   

Sven Hellwig added that if you break the back passenger window on a Hyundai or Kia the alarm will not 
go off and thieves are stealing the cars. 

Barry Wilensky announced that tonight the 50/50 cash prize is $50 and a few other nice prizes. 

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 was made by Ron Marcinkowski and was seconded by Marty 
Arnold. 

  
Respectfully submitted, 

Maurice Onraet, Recording Secretary  



OUR  WEB SPONSORS 



Our friends at SJLA ask me to print this notice in 

our newsletter. Log on SJLA.org for more info.

http://SJLA.org




We make security simple 

        WWW.IDN-INC.COM————————-1-800-233-3355

OUR  WEB SPONSORS 



WHY NOT BE A WEB SPONSOR FOR GPLA 

At GPLA, we strive to provide the best to our members and due in part to our Web Advertis-

ers and Convention Sponsors, we are able to achieve that goal. We would like to include your 

Company as a GPLA supporter by becoming a Web Advertiser on our professionally managed 

website at <GPLA.ORG> If you have any questions about the benefits, do not hesitate to 

contact me at <martysr1@mac.com> 

The annual cost of a web ad, linked to your site is $300.00. The web ad will also be posted in 

our monthly newsletter. 

Company Name:______________________             Contact Person:_____________________ 

Phone:____________ E-mail:____________________Web URL:______________ 

Place copy of ad in PDF format below and E-mail to Editor martysr1@mac.-

com 


