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Our next meeting will be on 

Monday January 15, 2024 

Food & Refreshments at 7.00                                         Meeting at 7.30

PROGRAM 

We will be voting on the bylaws changes as published in 

the December and January newsletter. 

Curtis Hill from Dormakaba will make a  

presentation on the PHI Exits and Best EHD 9016.

A Happy, Healthy  and Prosperous 2024 to All. 

MEMBERSHIP  NOTES 

Board Member Sven Hellwig had serious arm surgery  

performed, which will put his arm in a sling for weeks. 

Rosters and ID card will be available at the next meeting. 

If your E-mail or phone or anything else changed, send it 

to me as soon as possible at <martysr1@mac.com> 

If you want your picture or a new picture on your ID card, 

see Marty at the meeting.  
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Hello GPLA members and friends, 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a great holiday season and were able to get together with family 

and friends and maybe enjoy a little break. With the new year comes the opportunity to set new goals, 

personally and professionally, and to look forward to hopefully another successful year for our careers, 

businesses, and GPLA. 

With the new year comes some significant changes for GPLA as well. In a year that’s already filled with an-

ticipation and excitement for the 75th anniversary convention, we will also soon be without a headquarters 

after more than 30 years. A new chapter for GPLA for sure and make it a point to check the newsletter 

and website for general meeting information and locations moving forward. It’s important that we have 

meetings that are well attended and meaningful. If you have a program or topic of interest you would like 

to see become a part of our meetings, please reach out to Paul Kline our program chairman. Input from 

the membership is the best way to make the meetings interesting and for Paul to get some ideas of what 

the members are looking for. 

This will also be a record year for the Connelly-Singer Scholarship Foundation which will be awarding 15 

scholarships for classes at the convention. These scholarships are open to both members and non-mem-

bers. The scholarship applications are on the website, and I encourage you if you’re interested or know 

someone that is, to get it completed and submitted as soon as possible for consideration by the founda-

tion. This is a rare opportunity to get into some top-notch education, so don’t let it pass you by. 

So, as we enter 2024, keep in mind that the success and future of GPLA and the convention will depend 

on the membership. We need members that are willing to step up and put in the effort necessary to make 

things happen. Consider getting involved. See you on the 15th. Thank you and take care.  

Respectfully, 

Ed Fitzgerald, CML                                                                                              

President  
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PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE 

The bylaw committee has proposed the following bylaw changes, to allow building fund  

disbursement decisions be made by the he Board of Directors. 

Elimination of section 2  A, B and part of C of our bylaws.


2. The monies contained in the building fund are to be under the safe keeping of the BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS and deposited in an account in the ASSOCIATION’S name separate from all other 
funds of the ASSOCIATION. Funds may be transferred from the operating fund to the building 
fund of the ASSOCIATION by a majority vote of eligible members present at any regular member-
ship meeting. Monies may be dispersed from the building fund for any suitable purpose by the 
following procedure: 

(a) Notice of the proposed disbursement, setting forth the purpose thereof, shall be sent to each 
voting member at least ten (10) days before any meeting. 

(b) A written authorization stating the purpose of the disbursement must be signed by two- thirds 
(2/3) or more of the voting membership in attendance at the meeting designated in (a) above. 

(c) A Quorum must be present at the designated meeting and written proxies from absent 
members will be included in the tabulation.  

NEW SECTION B: 

1. The BOARD OF DIRECTORS shall have supervision of the operating 

fund, the building fund and other property of the ASSOCIATION. The 

BOARD shall have full power to authorize the performance of acts to car-

ry out the objectives and purposes of the ASSOCIATION. 

2. Disbursements from the building fund shall be signed by any two (2) of 

the following: PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, TREASURER or CHAIRMAN 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

The purpose of this change is to expedite our 75th 

 convention financial obligations in timely manner.
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Just for those members who do not attend meetings, these are some of 

the men who have been running your organization for the last few years.
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WHY NOT BE A WEB SPONSOR FOR GPLA 

At GPLA, we strive to provide the best to our members and due in part to our Web Advertis-

ers and Convention Sponsors, we are able to achieve that goal. We would like to include your 

Company as a GPLA supporter by becoming a Web Advertiser on our professionally managed 

website at <GPLA.ORG> If you have any questions about the benefits, do not hesitate to 

contact me at <martysr1@mac.com> 

The annual cost of a web ad, linked to your site is $300.00. The web ad will also be posted in 

our monthly newsletter. 

Company Name:______________________             Contact Person:_____________________ 

Phone:____________ E-mail:____________________Web URL:______________ 

Place copy of ad in PDF format below and E-mail to Editor martysr1@mac.-

com 


